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As Japanese  Studies  becomes a  g loba l  f ie ld ,  ref lect ions  on commonly  shared issues  across  d i f ferent  reg ions
and the  spec i f ic  methodolog ica l  perspect ives  and research agendas  rooted  in  part icu lar  academic
environments  can br ing  new opportuni t ies  for  research and educat ion .  Hoping  to  open such opportuni t ies ,  we
welcome researchers  and graduate  students  from E l  Co leg io  de  México ,  one  of  the  lead ing  internat iona l  centers
for  As ian  and Japanese  Studies  in  Lat in  America .  In  the  f i rst  part ,  Professor  Mat ías  Ar ie l  Chiappe  Ippo l i to  wi l l
propose  cr i t ica l  reconf igurat ions  of  concepts  of  "pos i t iona l i ty "  and "recept ion"  as  a  strategy for  def in ing  new
epistemolog ica l  and methodolog ica l  perspect ives  in  the  research of  Japanese  L i terature  at  the  intersect ion  of
Japan and Lat in  America .  In  the  second part ,  graduate  students  from E l  Co leg io  de  México  wi l l  present  the ir
research pro jects ,  of fer ing  a  va luab le  opportuni ty  for  inte l lectua l  exchange with  students  and researchers  at
Osaka  Univers i ty .  
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Part １�How My Reception of Japanese Literature Became a Wider Study of Japan and Latin America (In person+online, 15:30-17:00)
Part ２�Graduate Workshop (In-person only, 17:00-18:30)
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Program

Matias  Ar ie l  Chiappe
Ippo l i to  (Professor ,  E l
Co leg io  de  Mexico ,  Center
for  As ian  and Afr ican
Studies  )

Contrary  to  the  common statement  (or  prohib i t ion )
that  c la ims that  “no  f i rst-person narrat ives”  is  the
way to  go  in  academia ,  we  constant ly  research and
wri te  about  ob jects  of  s tudy that  interest  us  on  a
persona l  leve l .  Mar jor ie  Stewart  exp la ined that
persona l  exper ience  can serve  as  frame,  context ,
example ,  and even d iscovery  of  a  g iven research
( "Weaving  Persona l  Exper ience  into  Academic
Writ ings , "  Writ ing  Spaces :  Readings  on Wri t ing  3 ,
Par lor  Press ,  2020) .  The  uses  of  persona l  exper ience
in  academia  are  not  l imi ted ,  however ,  to  those
rhetor ic  mechanisms (how informat ion  is  presented
after  the  research stage ) ,  but  a lso  as  the  bas is  of  the
methodology (how informat ion  is  gathered or
understood whi le  researching ) .  By  reconstruct ing
the  h istory  of  how I  came to  study Japanese
l i terature  and by  bui ld ing  up  on the  concept  of
“pos i t iona l i ty ” ,  the  recogni t ion  of  the  factors  that
inf luence  our  research pract ice ,  and that  of
“recept ion” ,  the  process  by  which  audiences  engage
with  cu l tura l  product ion  from d iverse  contexts ,  I  wi l l
exp la in  how trac ing  our  interests  as  researchers  (or
as  ‘ receptors  in  a  g iven pos i t ion ’ )  i s  a  research
methodology in  i tse l f  that  s imul taneous ly  preserves
sub ject iv i ty  and postu lates  a  concrete  ob ject  of
study .  My a im is  not  to  pra ise  autoethnography or
se l f-ref lect ion  when ana lyz ing  a  g iven phenomenon,
but  to  understand persona l  exper ience  as  a  sample
of  a  wider  audience  of  which  a l l  researchers  are
part ic ipants .  Hence ,  the  ta lk  wi l l  ca l l  a t tent ion  to  the
importance  of  ref lect ing  upon the  background of  our
research mot ivat ions ,  the  broader  d imension of  our
interests  on  a  certa in  top ic ,  and the  poss ib i l i ty  for
sa id  interests  to  become examples  of  intercu l tura l
connect ions .  Last  but  not  least ,  I  wi l l  inv i te
part ic ipants  to  th ink  of  persona l  exper ience  as  a
weapon aga inst  the  mechanizat ion  of  academic
wri t ing ;  spec i f ica l ly ,  v ia  AI .  Nowadays  i t  seems hard
to  f ind  something  on which  to  research and wr i te
that  a  machine  cou ldn ’ t  have  presented  better .  On
th is  leve l ,  too ,  persona l  exper ience  funct ions  as  a
unique  too l  that  can he lp  d ismant le  the
automat izat ion  of  academia .
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